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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, EWWT, CO 

SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT-OWNED VESSEL 

REF: A) STATE 230973 
B) BOGOTA 9260 

1) WITH REGARD TO TAIRONA CASE, WE WISH TO AGAIN CALL 
DEPARTMENTS ATTENTION TO FACT THAT FOREIGN MINISTRY 
ADVISES THAT VESSEL HAS SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY INASMUCH AS IT 
IS PROPERTY OF COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT. AS NOTED REFTEL B, 

TAIRONA IS OWNED BY COMPANIA NACIONAL DE NAVIGACION (NA VENAL), 
WHICH OPERATES UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
WORKS. SHAREHOLDERS IN NA VENAL ARE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
WORKS, INSTITUTO DE MERCADEO AGROPECUARIO (IDEMA), INSTITUO 

DE PROMOCION DE EXPORTACIONES (PROEXPO) AND FERRACARRILES 
NACIONALES. ALL SHAREHOLDERS ARE PART OF GOC. 

2) IT IS NOT CLEAR TO US IF NA VENAL ATTORNEY HAS RAISED 
DEFENSE OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY. HOWEVER IF JUDGE ORDERS 
VESSEL SOLD, WE ANTICIPATE DIPLOMATIC PROTEST FROM GOC. 

3) WE WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING WHETHER SOVEREIGN 
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IMMUNITY DEFENSE HAS BEEN RAISED AND WHETHER COURT 
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HAS REQUESTED DEPARTMENTS OPINION. IF NOT, AND IF GOC 
HAS VALID BASIS FOR CLAIM (WE WONDER ABOUT COMMERCIAL 
ASPECT OF VESSEL'S OPERATIONS) WOULD IT NOT BE ADVISABLE 
FOR DEPARTMENT TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE TO INFORM THE 
COURT OF THE SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY ASPECT OF THE CASE 
IN AN EFFORT TO AVOID A PROTEST AND PERHAPS EVEN A 
CAUSE CELEBRE. 
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